
A PARENT’S GUIDE TO 

STARRY NIGHT 2020  
 
Dear Skinner North Parents, 
We’re looking forward to celebrating Starry Night 2020 with you.   Sponsored by the Friends of 
Skinner North (FoSN), this adult-only, ticketed event is designed to strengthen our community and 
raise money for professional development, curriculum, field trips, technology, facility improvements, 
and classroom supplies to help our children reach for the stars!   
 
Starry Night 2020 will be held Saturday, March 28th from 6:00pm – 11:00pm at Fairlie located at 339 
North Bell Avenue.  Tickets are now available at www.bidpal.net/starrynight2020.  Early- bird tickets 
are on sale NOW through February 13th, with prices increasing by $25 thereafter and another $25 on 
the day of the event.  We are offering two star-ific ticket packages with bonus tickets to play fun 
games at the event.  By purchasing your ticket online, you are automatically pre-registered for the 
silent auction should you choose to participate. 
 
WE NEED YOUR HELP!   Starry Night is made possible thanks to parent volunteers, so please consider 
helping out in some of the following ways: 
 
Donations:  We need your help soliciting donations for the silent and live auction, event games and 
room baskets.  Do you own a business?  Can you donate a service?  Do you have a great 
relationship with a local restaurant or business owner (e.g. craft brewery, nail salon, yoga studio)?  
Do you have great seats to see the Bulls?  Cubs?  Bears?  Sox? Goodman?  Do you have a 
weekend house or a boat?  Get creative!  Thinking about a donation item, but unsure if it makes 
sense?  Contact FOSNfundraising@gmail.com.  Donations will be accepted through March 13th.   
 
Experiences:  An opportunity to purchase awesome Parent-only, Kid and Family experiences at a 
later date!  These are hosted, ticketed events that will be for sale at a fixed price.  Examples 
include: 
o Parent-only: Jane Parent is friends with a master sommelier and asks him to donate his time and 

some wine for a tasting in her home.  Jane asks another parent to help her cater the event.  
They charge $100 per ticket and limit attendance to 20 people.  Voila! $2,000 is donated to the 
school! 

o Kid-only:  Brenda Mom and Jose Dad host a neighborhood scavenger hunt for a group of 10 2nd 
graders.  The event is held on a Saturday from 1-3pm and the fee is $25 per child.  After finding 
all the clues, the kids enjoy a prize.  The kids have a blast, and just like that, $250 goes to help 
Skinner North! 

o Family:  The Skinner Family hosts a night of dinner and games for 3 families at their house. They 
BBQ burgers and hot dogs and serve craft beers and sodas for parents.  Teams are arranged by 
family or kids vs. adults.  Silly prizes are awarded - everyone leaves a winner!  Tickets are $100 per 
family, earning $300 for the school! 

 
Volunteer:  Starry Night takes A LOT of planning and work leading up to and at the event to make 
the evening a success. Look out for information in the FOSN weekly newsletter on upcoming 
planning meetings and ways you can sign up to help at Starry Night.   

http://www.bidpal.net/starrynight2020.
mailto:FOSNfundraising@gmail.com


STARRY NIGHT 2020 FAQS: 
Q: What goes on at Starry Night? 
A:  With the majority of the school year behind us, 

hard-working parents, guardians, teachers and 
administrators enjoy some grown-up 
conversation, food, live entertainment and 
maybe an adult beverage.  Silent Auction, Live 
Auction (including special classroom art that 
your student will help create), games, raffles, and 
just a lot of fun!  SO MUCH FUN!  We hope you will 
plan on joining us! 

 

Q:  Where is Fairlie and where do I park? 
A:  This year, Starry Night will be held at the newly-

opened and elegant Fairlie venue located in a 
relatively traffic-free area centrally-accessible to 
our citywide school community.   
Although on-site parking lot and public street parking is available, public transportation, Uber, Lyft or 
a cab is highly recommended.   

 

Q:  What should I bring to the event? 
A: A fully charged phone!  With the exception of a few live auction items, all other auction items will be 

online, so bring a fully charged phone to bid on the mobile bidding site.  Fairlie’s WIFI password will be 
sent out to all registered bidders prior to the night of March 28th.    
A checkbook or cash ($20 bills preferred) for the wine toss, dine-and-dart, 50/50 raffle, best of live tickets, 
and mystery bag (DON’T FORGET ABOUT THE MYSTERY BAG!).  We will also be able to take credit cards for 
some of these activities, but cash is king and so much quicker. 
Your Skinner North spirit! Let’s make this the best year ever – all we need is you!!!   

 

Q: What should I wear? 
A: Anything. Anything? Yes!  Typically, people are dressy casual.   
 

Q: Will there be anything new this year at Starry Night? 
A: In response to parent feedback, we are excited to introduce the following extra treats this year: 

o A 6:00 pm event start time, with an extra hour to enjoy food, drinks, games and friends.   
o Various food stations which we hope will accommodate all tastes and a late-night food surprise. 
o Mystery gift boxes prepared by the teachers, which will be all the buzz with students.  Boxes will be 

displayed in classrooms in advance of Starry Night and winning raffle tickets pulled at the event.    
 

Q: I can’t make it, can I just donate some money instead? 
A: Of course!    

o Log on to www.bidpal.net/starrynight2020/ and click Make a Donation.   
o Remember, you don’t need to attend the event to bid on silent auction items online.  Friends and 

relatives are also invited to bid online.  The silent auction will be open for viewing one week before 
the event.  Bidding will begin 2 days before the event and close at 9:00pm on March 28th.   

o You can also buy a ticket for a teacher – they would be grateful!  
 

Contact FOSNfundraising@gmail.com  with any questions.  

Skinner North  

339 N. Bell 
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